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      Pyrethroid insecticides, like permethrin, can be applied and
will likely need to be reapplied 14-17 days later; however, follow
the product label. Systemic insecticides are ineffective since the
beetle doesn’t feed on the plant’s vascular tissue. Prevention is the
best approach. For insecticide rate info, contact Dr. Jason Oliver:
joliver@tnstate.edu
For more info: 
https://bit.ly/UGAabrosiabeetle & stopab.org

Remember to scout for JMS on tree and shrub trunks, particularly in crevices and
branch joints where they hide and overwinter. 
Treating now through May with a dormant oil (2-4%) + pyriproxyfen (Fulcrum, etc.)
spray now to prevent egg development and hatching of crawlers can suppress
populations in the upcoming growing season.  

PERIODICAL CICADAS
     The periodical cicada Brood XIV will likely emerge from the
ground in early May. They went underground 17 years ago (2008).
After mating, the adult female lays eggs in tree branches which
can lead to flagging and branch failure. Larger populations can
result in more tree damage. 
     Netting can be used to cover trees prior to the cicadas’
emergence. Following Brood XIV, the next brood of periodical
cicada will emerge 2028 and mostly in west TN. 
For more info, see the TSU Extension Fact Sheet:   bit.ly/4hIjBzH

     Now is a good time to start scouting for ambrosia beetles, particularly on
trees in areas more prone to drought or flooding. Within the next few weeks,
consider applying an insecticide to prevent adult females from boring into
woody shrub and tree trunks of young, recently planted and/or stressed,
mature trees.

JAPANESE MAPLE SCALE (JMS)
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County distribution of Brood
XIV in middle TN from 2008.

AMBROSIA BEETLE
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MAPLE TIP CATEPILLAR
Aka Maple tip borer or Maple shoot borer, is active early

spring (mid-March and April) when adult females lay eggs on
twigs of many Maple species. After eggs hatch, the caterpillar
bores into the emerging and elongating maple shoot thereby

killing it (central leaders must be retrained).
As buds break and shoots develop, it is recommended to

spray a bifenthrin product to target the caterpillar. It is a short
but important window of time. 

https://bit.ly/UGAabrosiabeetle
http://stopab.org/
http://bit.ly/4hIjBzH
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Ag Day on the Hill & National

Ag Day

March 18th:

TSU College of Ag.’s faculty, staff
and students celebrated TN
agriculture for lawmakers and
affiliates at the State Capitol

NRC’s Dr.’s Witcher and Daniel
represented middle TN’s nursery
industry
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TSU’s Otis L. Floyd Nursery
Research Center

Dr. Anthony Witcher in front
of the TN State Capitol
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Dr. Anjin Chang explains drone
technology for an attendee

https://www.tnstate.edu/agriculture/nrc/
https://www.tnstate.edu/agriculture/nrc/

