
 

 

  

 

 

Honors Crossing Over 

Ceremony 

 

Sunday, August 18, 2024 

2:00 pm - 4:00pm CST 

  



 

 

The Ceremony 

 

Welcome & Opening Remarks 

Master & Mistress of Ceremony, President of Honors Student Council, Travis Ducksworth 

& D’Maia Butler, Honors Council Secretary 

 

National Anthem 

TSU Wind Ensemble Directed by Dr. Reginald McDonald 

“Lift Every Voice and Sing” 

 

Introductions of Honors Council 

Travis Ducksworth, President of Honors Council 

 

Introduction of the Honors College Dean 

Reneka Duke, Communications Chair  

 

Occasion 

Dr. Coreen Jackson, Dean of University Honors College 

 

Introduction of Speaker 

Nathaelle Georges, Vice President & D’Maia Butler, Secretary  

 

University Welcome & Remarks 

Dr. Ronald Johnson, Interim President, Tennessee State University 

 

Candle Lighting Statement 

Kennedy Johnson, 2nd Vice President & Melanie Anderson, Fund-Raising Chair  

 

Honors College Pledge 

Myria Wilbert, Ms. Honors & Calvin Pickett, Mr. Honors 

 

Introduction of Inductees 

Dr. Tyrone Miller, Director of University Honors College 

 

Closing Remarks 

Dr. Coreen Jackson, Dean of University Honors College 

 

Tennessee State University Alma Mater 



 

 

  

Dr. Ronald Johnson 

Interim President, Tennessee State University 

 

The Tennessee State University Board of Trustees appointed Dr. Ronald Johnson to serve as the 

Interim President of the University, effective July 1, 2024. Dr. Johnson’s distinguished career in 

higher education spans nearly two decades, with significant leadership roles at some of our 

nation’s most distinguished historically Black universities (HBCUs). 

 

He is known for his commitment to amplifying student success and strengthening the financial 

health and long-term sustainability of colleges and universities through a culture of accountability, 

shared governance, mentorship, and continuous improvement. 

 

Dr. Johnson is currently a Presidential Counsel in the Registry Advisory Service Board 

Governance and Leadership Practice. He is a co-founder and Advisory Board Member of the 

HBCU Executive Leadership Institute (ELI) at CAU and a recipient of its inaugural Frederick S. 

Humphries Leadership Award. ELI’s mission is to increase the number of qualified candidates for 

the presidency and cabinet-level positions at HBCUs through a program centered on the 

development of leadership competencies, mentorship by current and former HBCU presidents, 

and real time practice in HBCU working environments. 

 

He served as a member of the President’s Advisory Board of the White House Initiative on 

Historically Black Colleges and Universities and served as the Chairman of the Consumer 

Advisory Board of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau of the United States. 

 

Dr. Johnson held the position of President and Chief Investment Officer at Smith Graham & 

Company, and Director of Global Fixed Income Research and Senior Portfolio Manager for 

Franklin Templeton Worldwide. 

 

Dr. Johnson earned a PhD and MA in economics from Stanford University, after completing an 

MBA in finance and a BA in economics from Adelphi University. 

 

 

 



 

 

Candle Lighting Ceremony 

 

The Honors Council Vice President invites everyone stands and turns on 

their camera lights. 

Light serves as the symbol of the good and the beautiful, of all that is 

positive. The difference between light and darkness assumes such a general 

and metaphysical significance, and the advantage of light over darkness is so 

obvious and self-evident, that it serves as a sharp metaphor: "Wisdom excels 

folly as far as light excels darkness".  

 

Light as a positive symbol is so prevalent that redemption, truth, justice, 

peace, and even life itself "shine," and their revelation is expressed in terms 

of the revelation of light. From this day forward, you have chosen to walk 

in the light, a light of truth, a light of righteousness, a light positivity, a light 

of peace, a light of responsibility, and lastly, a light of excellence. 

 

 

You may now turn off your lights. 

 

 

 



 

 

The Tennessee State University Honors College Pledge 

The Community of scholars in the Tennessee State University Honors 

College is dedicated to personal and academic excellence. Membership in 

the University Honors College (UHC) obligates each member to a code of 

behavior. At TSU Honors College, “honors” does not refer only to 

intellectual depth and academic rigor. Being an Honors College Scholar also 

means being part of an ethical community. It is understood that joining is 

evidence of subscribing to certain ideals and agreement to strive for the level 

of achievement and virtue suggested by the following:  

 

O As a member of the Tennessee State University Honors College, I pledge to think, work, 

and serve to the very best of my abilities, both inside and outside of the classroom. 

 

O I will strive to establish an academic environment that allows members of the Honors 

College community to grow academically and personally in a spirit of cooperation and 

fellowship. 

 

O I pledge to work to improve our neighborhoods, communities, and the world around us. 

 

O I will treat all members of the University community with civility and respect, regardless 

of national or ethnic origin, religious or social affiliation, heritage, disabilities, race, 

gender, or political affiliation. 

 

O I understand that fairness and honest competition are more than just words; they are core 

values that provide a foundation for our education. Plagiarism, cheating, and other 

methods of gaining an unfair advantage devalue my own work and the work of my peers 

and I pledge to not take part in them. 

 

O I pledge to uphold the values of honesty and integrity beyond the classroom, during 

activities such as educational travel, internships, common events, and in all events 

sponsored by Tennessee State University Honors College, the TSU Honors Student 

Council and the University.  I pledge to uphold the values of honesty and integrity 

through my participation online including social networking sites. 

                                   

O I have read and understand these policies. I will uphold the high standards of Tennessee 

State University Honors College and adhere to all rules, codes, and policies thereof. 

Serious violations of any one of these policies will be reviewed by the Honors College 

Administration and Honors Advisory Board and may result in dismissal from the 

University Honors College or other penalties. 

 

(Adapted from Macaulay Honors College) 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALMA MATER 

In the land of golden sunshine, 

By the Cumb’rland’s fertile shore 

Stands a school for greater service, 

One that we adore. 

Alma Mater how we love thee, 

Love thy white and blue 

May we strive to meet thy mandates 

With faith that’s true. 

 

 

THANKS & DEDICATION 

We would like to express our sincere thanks to Interim President Johnson, Provost Melton, 

the College Deans, TSU Wind Ensemble, the Honors Student Council, 

Honors Administration, Honors Inductees parents and guests for 

your support and participation. 


