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Instructor:
XXXXXXXXXX
Phone:
XXXXXXXXXX
E-mail:
XXXXXXXXXX

Office Location:
XXXXXXXXXX 
Class Days/Times:
XXXXXXXXXX

Office Hours:
XXXXXXXXXX

PREREQUISITES:  Admission to graduate school
REQUIRED TEXT: 

Celce-Murcia, M. & Larsen-Freeman, D. (1999). The grammar book. (2nd ed.) Boston, MA: Heinle & Heinle. 
CATALOG DESCRIPTION: Advanced aspects of English grammar for teachers of English as a second or foreign language. Emphasis on comparative analysis of English grammatical structure, problems encountered by non-native speakers in learning English grammar, and methods for addressing these difficulties.
FIELD EXPERIENCE: None
PORTFOLIO DOCUMENTATION: Term Project, Grammatical Analyses, Take-Home Tests, Journal
RELATIONSHIP TO KNOWLEDGE-BASE MODEL/STATE GUIDELINES: To become competent, caring teachers who can effectively facilitate the learning of non-native speakers of English, educators need a broad-based knowledge of the interplay among the major grammatical, cultural, and methodological variables impacting second language development.  Current research and practice suggest that teachers need an eclectic approach to teaching grammar to address NELB students’ needs in the classroom.
RELATIONSHIP TO PROGRAMS: This course is part of the Masters degree concentration in teaching Non-English-Language-Background (NELB) Students.  It may also be taken by other degree-seeking students or non-degree students seeking a Tennessee English as a Second Language (ESL) endorsement.
GENERAL LEARNING GOALS: EDCI 5020 helps educators of NELB students to: 

1.
Identify the typical grammatical problems encountered by NELB students,

2.
Develop strategies for managing the typical grammatical problems encountered by NELB students,

3.
Apply cultural/linguistic criteria to judgements of grammatical accuracy and error identification/correction,

4.
Build tools for evaluating student grammatical knowledge, and

5.
Design instructional material to address students’ grammatical/structural language-learning needs.

METHODS OF INSTRUCTION: The methods of instruction reflect the hands-on course orientation. Lectures and discussions, hands-on activities, and small-group activities each constitute a third of the class.
KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, DISPOSITIONS: EDCI 5020 will help educators be more aware of and effective in meeting the needs of learners of varied linguistic backgrounds, developmental stages, and English proficiency levels and designing instruction to give these learners an equal chance to succeed; (INTASC 2, 3, 7 and 8).
EDCI 5020 will help educators develop the knowledge of:
1. 
Lexical and syntactic concepts to analyze NELB student production and comprehension of English; 

2. 
Lexical and syntactic problems students of varied backgrounds often encounter in using English; and

3. 
Graphical conventions for representing sentence-level English structures.
EDCI 5020 will help educators develop the skills to:
1. 
Identify the lexical or syntactic patterns that underlie how NELB students are using English;

2. 
Graphically model and explain NELB students’ correct and incorrect use of English;

3. 
Explain to NELB students how to improve their lexical or syntactic use of English; and

4. 
Design instruction that targets the patterns that underlie NELB students’ lexical or syntactic errors.

EDCI 5020 will help educators develop the dispositions to:
1. 
Seek the patterns that underlie NELB students’ use of English;

2. 
Base instructional decisions on NELB students’ underlying models of English; and

3. 
Support NELB students’ language learning at all stages of development.

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS/EVALUATION:
1.
Class Attendance: Due to the interactive class structure, attendance and participation are essential. To be marked present, you must sign in and enter your ID number on the roll sheet each class session.

2.
Assigned Reading: Complete and be prepared to discuss the contents of all assigned readings.

3.
Journal: Keep an up-to-date reaction/reflection journal. (20% of grade)

4.
Grammatical Analyses: Submit two grammatical analyses. (20% of grade)

5.
Term Project: Prepare an classroom instruction project. (30% of grade)

6.
Tests: Submit two take-home tests on the course material. (30% of grade)

A student’s grade will be determined by the ratio of points she/he earns on class activities to the total number of points possible during the course. 90 - 100 = A, 80 - 89 = B, 70 - 79 = C, 60 - 69 = D, Below 69 = F

WEEKLY CALENDAR: Readings are assigned on the dates below and must be read before the next class period. Even if a reading is not discussed in class, you are responsible for knowing the material in it. 

	Date
	Aspect
	Description
	Comments

	08/28
	Topics
	Introductions, Course Overview, Pre-Course Survey
	

	
	Assignments
	Read Chapters 1 & 2
	Complete by 09/04

	09/04
	Topics
	Rationale, Terminology
	

	
	Assignments
	Read Chapters 3 & 4
	Complete by 09/11

	09/11
	Topics
	Lexicon, The Copula
	

	
	Assignments
	Read Chapters 5 & 6
	Complete by 09/18

	09/18
	Topics
	Phrase Structure Rules – Part One
	

	
	Assignments
	Read Chapters 7, 8, & 9
	Complete by 09/25

	09/25
	Topics
	Phrase Structure Rules – Part Two
	

	
	Assignments
	Read Chapters 10 & 11
	Complete by 10/02

	10/02
	Topics
	Tense, Aspect, and Modality – Part One
	

	
	Assignments
	Work on Take Home Test #1, Read Chapter 12
	Complete by 10/09

	10/09
	Topics
	Tense, Aspect, and Modality – Part Two
	

	
	Assignments
	Work on Grammatical Analysis #1, Read Chapter 13
	Complete by 10/23

	10/16
	No Class – Fall Break

	10/23
	Topics
	Negation and Yes/No Questions
	

	
	Assignments
	Read Chapters 14, 15, & 16
	Complete by 10/30

	10/30
	Topics
	Imperatives, Questions, and Question-Like Structures
	

	
	Assignments
	Read Chapters 17, 18 & 19
	Complete by 11/06

	11/06
	Topics
	Articles, Reference, Possession, and Quantification
	

	
	Assignments
	Read Chapters 20, 21 & 22
	Complete by 11/13

	11/13
	Topics
	Passive Voice, Objects, Adjectives
	

	
	Assignments
	Work on Take Home Test #2, Read Chapter 23
	Complete by 11/20

	11/20
	Topics
	Prepositions, Phrasal Verbs, Nonreferential It/There
	

	
	Assignments
	Work on Grammatical Analysis #2, Read Chapter 24
	Complete by 11/27

	11/27
	Topics
	Coordination, Adverbials, and Logical Connectors
	

	
	Assignments
	Read Chapters 25, 26 & 27; Finish Course Journal,
	Complete by 12/04

	12/04
	Topics
	Conditionals, Relative Clauses
	

	
	Assignments
	Finish Term Project, Bring Pre-Course Survey
	Complete by 12/11

	12/11
	Topics
	Semester Wrap-Up, Project Sharing, Post-Course Survey
	

	
	Assignments
	Have a relaxing holiday season!!
	


COURSE POLICIES

The University administration has directed faculty to give students a written statement of course policies.  The policies stated below are a result of events that have taken place in my classroom or are required by the University.  I will try to apply the policies uniformly yet remain responsive to unexpected situations.

ATTENDANCE/TARDINESS: Because of my interactive, small group approach to teaching, it is essential that you attend and be on time for each class period. Many of the class periods will begin with a small group activity that is the basis for activities, discussions, and application later in the period.  If you arrive late, you will either miss the foundation for later activities or interfere with others’ learning.  The official record of attendance is the sign-in sheet that I will circulate at the start of each class.  You must sign in on this sheet to be recorded as present.  You may sign in if you arrive after class begins, but you will be considered late.  I reserve the right to lower your course grade if you are frequently absent or late.

WEATHER PROBLEMS: Class will meet for every class session except as noted in the syllabus or when the University is closed due to weather problems.  I realize that some students must drive from locations where the weather conditions may be worse than in Nashville.  I do not expect you to put yourself in danger to attend class; however, please notify me by e-mail if dangerous weather prevents you from getting to class.

CLASSROOM CONDUCT: As the instructor, I have the primary responsibility for control over classroom behavior and maintenance of academic integrity, and can order temporary removal or exclusion from the classroom of any student engaged in disruptive conduct or conduct in violation of the general rules and regulations of the institution. Please do not use cell phones or text during class. Except for emergency situations, cell phones or pagers must either be turned off or put on silent during class. This includes texting. If there is an emergency, please step into the hall to use your phone.

LATE/MISSED WORK: Work is due on the date specified in the syllabus unless I announce a change in class. If you are going to miss class, you must make arrangements for someone else to turn in the work for you. If you are required to (or given the option to) resubmit a graded assignment, must be turned in the class period after I return the original work to you. I reserve the right to lower the grade for any work that is not turned in on time.

TEXTBOOKS: I rely heavily on the course text. Unless I inform you that the text has not arrived in the bookstore, you are expected to have a copy of the text no later than the second week of class.

DISABLED STUDENTS: Should you have any health problem or handicapping condition that might interfere with your ability to perform the requirements of this course, please contact the Office of Disabled Student Services in 117 Floyd Payne Building (963-7400). Pursuant to an evaluation, they will give you documentation detailing the types of accommodations you are to receive. In order to meet your needs, I must have this documentation by the second week of class.

RECORDING DEVICES: Unless you receive prior permission, you may not make audio or video recordings in class. I believe that such recordings inhibit open discussion.  Students who have a disability statement from the Office of Student Disabilities are exempt from this restriction.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: You are responsible for your own learning and work. Cheating or plagiarism will not be tolerated. Any material taken from another work must be documented. Never represent another’s work as your own (e.g., information received from others during examinations or submitting another’s assignments, papers). You may use APA style to cite others’ work as needed to make your point. I am very good at using the internet and can easily spot when a student’s language use is inconsistent with previous work.  To avoid the appearance of plagiarism, students doing collaborative projects should exercise extreme caution.  If in doubt, check with me. In addition to discipline which may be imposed through regular institutional academic misconduct procedures, I retain the right to assign an “F” (or zero) for an assignment or an “F” in the course.

CHILDREN: It is TSU policy that children may not be brought to the class, left unattended in the hall or snack room, or allowed to remain unattended on campus. Faculty have been directed, in writing, to tell any student who brings children to class to leave.  I will follow this directive.
